
Meet the Artist 

Sargent vs. Klee 

      

ARTIST: SARGENT, JOHN SINGER  (1856-1925) 

PRINT:  BLACK BROOK   Date: 1909 

Size: 21 3/4" x 27 1/2" Medium: Unknown  

ARTIST Sargent was born to American parents in Florence, Italy.  He grew up in Europe and did not make his first visit 

to the U.S. until he was 20.  As a boy, he often went on sketching trips with his mother, an amateur artist.  By the time 

he was 12, he began painting lessons.  When he was 19, his family moved to Paris where he studied with Carolus-Duran, 

a painter who was famous for his portraits of fashionable people. 

Sargent's paintings were mostly society portraits - portraits of women in beautiful and stylish gowns.  He was very good 

at capturing his subject's personality in these paintings.  Sargent was also known in the U.S. as a mural artist.  Some of 

which were hung in the Boston Public Library. 

PRINT - In Black Brook, John Singer Sargent painted a portrait of a woman sitting by the side of a brook.  The woman is 

gazing off to the side.  The expression on her face helps to tell us about her personality or feeling.  This picture has many 

colors in it.  Sargent left many of his brush strokes showing which help create texture in the picture.  His bold brush 

strokes can be seen in the flowers and in the woman's clothing.  The brush strokes in the water help to create the 

illusion of movement.  Sargent also used splashes of white and other light colors to give the feeling of light reflecting off 

objects, including the rocks in the water. 

 

ARTIST: KLEE, PAUL  (1879-1940) 

PRINT:  HEAD OF MAN       Date: 1922 

Size: 15.9 x 15 in.  Medium: Oil on Canvas 

ARTIST - Paul Klee was born in Switzerland, the son of a music teacher and a mother who liked to draw.  He had an 

affection for cats as a child.  He also enjoyed drawing.  In fact, some of Klee's early unsigned works were recognized as 

his because they were line drawings of cats. 

The artist was a serious student.  He enjoyed history, the sciences, and languages.  He was well respected, a fine writer, 

musician, and teacher. 



Paul Klee was still a working artist when he died at the age of sixty.  He left at least eight thousand, nine hundred and 

twenty-six works of art. 

PRINT - Completed in 1922, this painting is a manifestation of Paul’s sense of humor and African culture. The simple 

colors and shapes, Paul makes use of various shades of orange, red, and yellow to reveal portrait of an old man. Artistic 

use of shapes gives the false impression that one eye browse is raised. His left eye brow is represented by a triangle 

while the other one is made of a simple curved line. The portrait intentionally mimics children’s artwork by using 

ambiguous shapes and forms with minimal facial details. 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 

1. Without looking at the two pictures, tell what you think each will be about after you hear the title of the 

picture. 

2. Look at the two portraits.  

3. Were your ideas correct? 

4. Are you surprised by what you see? 

5. Which one is made of simple shapes and colors? 

6. Which picture has more colors in it?  Name some of the colors. 

7. Find one color that is in both pictures. 

8. How do you think each person in each painting feels? 

9. How many shapes can you find in Klee's picture?  Name them. 

10. How does each painting make you feel? 

RELATED ACTIVITIES 

1. If the characters in the painting could talk to you, what do you think they would say? 

2. Draw a picture of yourself in your favorite place.  Is it indoors or outdoors?  Why do you like that place? 

3. Tell why this place is so relaxing. 

4. Draw a picture using only lines and basic shapes, circles, triangles, squares. 

Sources:  http://www.getinvolvedineducation.com/pdfs/For-Program-Managers/Meet-the-Masters-Program-

Manual.pdf 
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