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Rousseau vs. Homer 

      

ARTIST: ROUSSEAU, HENRI  (1844-1910) 

PRINT:  SURPRISED! STORM IN THE FOREST   Date: 1891 

Size: 63” X 51” Medium: Oil on Canvas  

ARTIST - Henri Rousseau was a Douanier, a customs official of France.  He gave up his government job at middle age 

and became a painter.  He became a famous primitive, or untaught, painters.  He was a charmingly simple man with a 

powerful creative imagination and a perfect sense of composition. 

His paintings present enchanted and exotic worlds of forests, jungles, and desert scenes.  They are filled with exotic 

flowers, fantastic animals, and an occasional person or two.  Every detail is carefully drawn and painted to create an 

imaginary realism.  Rousseau visited zoos and botanical gardens to gather information for his paintings. 

Unfortunately, most people didn’t appreciate the rhythmic beauty of his work.  They considered him an untrained 

beginner and laughed at his magical pictures.  Other painters like Gauguin, Redon and Picasso recognized him as a true 

artist who explored painting with a fresh vision unspoiled by standard ideas about style and techniques. 

PRINT - Rousseau was fascinated with far-off jungles filled with strange beauty and terror. This interest is portrayed in 

this painting.  He pays careful attention to detail in each leaf and tree branch even as they sway rhythmically in the fury 

of the storm.  As is common in Rousseau’s jungle pictures, the tiger appears from behind the leaves.   The tiger’s 

movement and expression add to the stormy feeling.  The details are very real and help create the dream like feeling of 

the painting. 

This painting is rich with patterns created by moving leaves, tree branches and falling rain.  There are contrasts of darks 

and lights as well as warm reds, yellows and oranges against deep brown and dark greens. 

 

ARTIST: HOMER, WINSLOW  (1836-1910) 

PRINT:  SNAP THE WHIP       Date: 1872 

Size: 22 x 36 in.  Medium: Oil 



ARTIST - Winslow Homer lived in America all his life.  When he was six, he moved from the city life of Boston to the 

country.  He developed a love for the outdoors that we see in his art. 

Homer was a great storyteller.  He began his art career as an illustrator.  His work appeared in a popular magazine of 

that time, "Harper's Weekly."  In the middle of his successful career as an illustrator, he took up painting. 

Homer was a polite and independent man.  He learned to paint on his own.  Homer was interested in painting the 'real' 

America. There were no photographers at that time so people had to paint and draw pictures of what happened around 

them. He trusted only his own eyes - not those of other artists - to capture the people and the landscapes.  

His pictures were so realistic that he became famous.  He felt he had to be alone to work well.  He moved to a quiet spot 

overlooking the ocean in Maine. 

PRINT - Snap the Whip shows the sensitivity to light and color that Homer is famous for in his realistic landscapes.  He 

had a special ability to select what is important.  The painting shows the scene exactly as Winslow Homer saw it, in a 

moment of time.  We can feel the actions of the children as they move.   

The children are pulling and tugging each other back and forth, while the two at the end of the line have fallen over. The 

soft, glow of sunlight that peaks through the clouds illuminates their faces. Their clothing, more specifically their caps, 

suspenders, and short pants, reflects true late 1800 American attire. Featured in the background is the familiar little red 

school house; the school teachers in the distance are most likely meant to be supervising the usual recess activity. The 

scenic landscape of trees and wildflowers bordering a small field is so realistic that the viewer can almost hear the 

chirping of the birds and the buzzing of the insects. The boys' bare feet signal childhood's freedom but their suspenders 

are associated with manhood's responsibilities. Observed from right to left, Homer's boys hang on to one another, strain 

to stay connected, run in perfect harmony, and fall away, enacting all the possible scenarios for men after the Civil War. 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 

1. Tell the main idea of each picture. 

2. Which picture looks more real?  

3. What people or animals do you see?  How do they feel? 

4. What is moving in each picture? 

5. What sounds to you hear in each picture? 

7. Can you show all the greens in each picture? 

8. How does each painting make you feel? 

RELATED ACTIVITIES 

1. Write three questions that you would like to ask the boys in Homer’s painting? 

2. Talk about how trees bend and move in a storm.  Draw a tree in the wind of a storm, make its branches 

bend to one side. 

3. Draw an animal that is showing its teeth, like the tiger in Rousseau’s jungle.  Try to make him fierce. 

4. Draw a picture of nature that shows movement. Ex. Trees and grass blowing in the wind. 

Sources:  http://www.getinvolvedineducation.com/pdfs/For-Program-Managers/Meet-the-Masters-Program-

Manual.pdf 

http://www.winslowhomer.org/snap-the-whip.jsp  
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